“THE HOLY SPIRIT—WHO, WHERE AND WHY?”

(John 14:16-18)

“I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.”

Late in the last century, Nelson Bell, father-in-law of Billy, former missionary to China, and a regular contributor to Christianity Today periodical magazine, said, “Ignoring the place of the Holy Spirit in individual salvation and in the life of the church might well be called the great omission of the twentieth century.”  Carl F. H. Henry, himself the editor of Christianity Today just before Dr. Bell spoke those words, echoed this truth in similar words when he said, “The most misplaced person of the twentieth century is the Holy Spirit.”  Although much has been done to correct this sad assessment, it still must be admitted that the typical Christian is woefully ignorant of the Person and ministry of the Holy Spirit.  A Christian’s practice will result from his perception, so this ignorance is costing us dearly in the at-large Christian community.  One great pastor said, “The church has majored on mechanics and minored on the Divine dynamic of the Holy Spirit.”  A veritable army of Christians who will depend on the Holy Spirit is needed in the church today like never before.


As we consider the Holy Spirit we will look at His Personality and His Presence, with some attention given also to His power and His purpose.  

I. The Individual Personality of the Holy Spirit.

First, Jesus spoke in these verses of the individual personality of the Holy Spirit of God.  I must confess at the outset that any discussion of the Holy Spirit as a Person is perfectly unnatural to me, not because I have any questions about His personhood, but rather because I am so certain of it that a discussion seems almost artificial and unnecessary.  After all, I never try to prove or substantiate the personhood or existence of a very dear personal friend, and that is the way I regard the Holy Spirit.  It is so obvious, so sure, so evident to me that the Holy Spirit is a Person  that it seems unnecessary for me to have to prove something that I presume upon and now take completely for granted.  

Note the clear revelation of the Personhood of the Holy Spirit in the Bible.  In just the fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth chapters of John, Jesus firmly and fully established the identity and individual personality of the Holy Spirit.  Of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said, “He will abide with you forever.”  “The world seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him.”  “He dwells with you.”  “He shall teach you all things.”  “He shall testify of Me.”  “I will send Him unto you.”  “When He has come, He will reprove the world.”  “When He has come, He will guide you into all truth.”  “He shall not speak of Himself.”  “Whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak.”  “He will show you things to come.”  “He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.”  “He shall take of Mine, and shall show it unto you.”  Were watching thoughtfully as you read those words?  No less than nineteen times in a span of nine verses, Jesus Christ spoke of the Holy Spirit as “He” or “Him,” thus establishing beyond doubt or debate the individual personality of the Holy Spirit.  His Personhood is clearly revealed in Scripture.  

It is necessary that we simply recognize and acknowledge the Personhood of the Holy Spirit.  If you saw the Star Wars movies, you will remember the phrase, “May the Force be with you.”  That’s how many people think of the Holy Spirit—as a mysterious force from heaven that somehow helps us on earth.  Well, the Holy Spirit is very forceful, but He is not a mere force.

I am aware as I write these words that there are multitudes of church people, and many sincere, conscientious Christians, who refer to the Holy Spirit as an “it.”  Admittedly, the expression may simply reflect an unfortunate choice of words, and in that case, the Christian should be much more careful in his choice of words.  But some Christians are so careless that they glibly think of the Holy Spirit as a mighty influence, as an ecstatic vision, as vague essence, or as a nebulous power, but not as the Person that He is.  Perhaps one reason for this sad circumstance is the unfortunate use of the word “Ghost” in speaking of the Holy Spirit since the translation of the King James Version of the Bible.  To most people today, the word “Ghost” conveys the idea of a haunting disembodied spirit floating across the earth on an arbitrary errand of harm and fear.  In fact, I have had several fine Christian people confess to me that they had at one time been very frightened of the Holy Spirit.  This is partially true because the Holy Spirit has been regarded as an “it.”  


Reuben A. Torrey, the great evangelist of a past generation, once said, “If we think of the Holy Spirit as an ‘it,’ then our chief concern is ‘How can I get hold of it and use it for my purposes?”  You see, it makes a great deal of difference whether the Holy Spirit is a force or a Person to you.  And it makes a great deal of difference to Him, also!


Nobody likes to be called an “it”!  How would you like it if a dear friend walked up to you and said, “How is it getting along?  It surely is looking well.”  You have probably seen something like this:  a young mother is standing in a group of people with a young baby in her arms.  Speaking from a mixture of politeness and ignorance, someone says, “How old is it?”  “How much does it weigh?”  “What is its name?”  And you saw the young mother step back in mock rebuke (although it was probably more than mock rebuke), and say, “I’ll have you know that this baby is not an ‘it.’  My little boy is a ‘he,’ thank you!”  You see, it is an insult to personality to call a person by the impersonal pronoun “it.”  And how true this is the highly sensitive Spirit of the living God!  How can He possibly do His desired work when we maintain an attitude that violates His great Personality?  


Furthermore, there are certain “proofs of personality” which can be seen in the Holy Spirit as He is revealed in the Bible.


For example, the Holy Spirit has the traits  of personality.  He has intelligence.  “The Spirit of God knows” (I Corinthians 2:11).  We are told that He has a “mind” (Romans 8:27).  Every work of the Holy Spirit is marked in Scripture by infinite wisdom.  The stamp of His intelligent mind is upon all that He does.  Then, the Holy Spirit has emotion.  He can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30).  No impersonal object can experience grief; only a person can be grieved.  The Holy Spirit loves, too (Romans 15:30), and He provides love for the children of God (II Timothy 1:7).  The Holy Spirit also has will, or volition.  He distributes spiritual gifts in the church “as He wills” (I Corinthians 12:11).  He has the traits of personality.


Then, the Holy Spirit performs the tasks  of a person.  Jesus said that He does these things:  He teaches, He reminds, He testifies, He reproves, He guides, He speaks (“He who has ears, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the church”), He hears, He shows, He glorifies, He receives, He takes.  Elsewhere in the Bible, we are also told that He comforts, He strives, He searches, He sanctifies.  Without a single exception, these task are performed generally (if not only) by persons.  The Holy Spirit is a Person!  


Then, the Holy Spirit receives such treatment as only a person can receive.  The Holy Spirit can be grieved.  Now, you cannot grieve a pulpit, or a desk, or a book, or a microphone, or carpet on the floor.  Only a person can be grieved.  And the Holy Spirit can be lied to (Acts 5).  Now, you cannot lie to an impersonal object.  You can lie at it, perhaps, but not to it!  But you can lie to a person, and you can lie to the Holy Spirit.  So the Holy Spirit is a Person!


The final proof of the personality of the Holy Spirit  I would mention is that He talks like a person.  He is often represented in the New Testament as speaking.  Let me cite an example.  In the tenth chapter of Acts, Peter was in a quandary about accepting the invitation to the home of the Gentile, Cornelius.  In Acts 10:20, we read, “While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee.  Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I (Greek, ego) have sent them.”  All psychologists declare that the very center and essence of personality is summed up in the word “ego.”  “Ego” is a person’s basic selfhood.  It is a transliteration of the Greek first personal pronoun “I.”  And the Holy Spirit claims this selfhood—the basic mark of personality—for Himself!  The Holy Spirit is a Person, the blessed Third Person of the Holy Trinity.  And He is as much a Person as God the Father is a Person, or as God the Son is a Person.


One final truth concerning His personality:  if you have the Holy Spirit in your heart, you have all of the Holy Spirit any human being can have.  Because He is a Person, He does not parcel Himself out piece-meal.  When you received Jesus Christ into your life by faith, you did not receive half of a Person, or part of a Person, you received all of Jesus.  Possession of Him is personal and total.  Furthermore, it is the Holy Spirit, His “Other Self,” Who mediates the Presence of Jesus in your inner person.  Like you, the Holy Spirit is an individual Person.  

II. The Immediate Presence of the Holy Spirit

Then, Jesus spoke in these verses of the immediate presence of the Holy Spirit.  For over three years, the disciples had been with Jesus day and night.  In every emergency—doubt, temptation, persecution, discouragement, defeat—Jesus had been present to strengthen them.  But now He is about to leave them.  What will they do when He is gone?  In this last discourse before His arrest, trial, and crucifixion, Jesus made this great promise to His disciples:  “I will not leave you comfortless: I (myself) will come to you.”   This is why Marcus Dods called the Holy Spirit “Christ’s alter ego,” or “Christ’s other self.”  

The word translated “comfortless” in the text has been translated in various ways—“I will not leave you leaderless, forsaken, desolate, friendless, unrepresented.”  But none of these words adequately conveys the full idea.  The Greek word is orphanous, from which we derive our English word, “orphan.” “I will not leave you orphans,” Jesus said.  An orphan is a person whose parents are dead, a person who is left along, a person who is without guidance or instruction.  The disciples must have felt that these things would be true of them if Jesus should go away.  But He said, “I will not leave you orphans in the storm; I myself will come to you in the Person of the Holy Spirit.”  So the Holy Spirit is perpetually, permanently present with every Christian.  He is present in two senses:

     
First, He is with us.  “He will abide with you forever.”  “He dwells with you.”  The fourth chapter of the Gospel of Mark records the story of the storm on the Sea of Galilee which threatened a boat containing Jesus and His disciples, several of whom were professional fisherman and thus not unaccustomed to such severe storms on the sea.  Jesus was asleep on a pillow in the back of the ship.  The storm became so severe that even those professional fishermen became afraid for their lives.  They awoke Jesus from His sleep, crying, “Master, don’t you care that we perish?”  From our modern vantage-point, we can look back upon that incident and know that however rough the elements were, there was, in fact, nothing for them to fear as long as Jesus was with them in the boat.  The same thing is true of us.  The Holy Spirit is “in the same boat” with us!  The Holy Spirit is here (actually here, at this moment, wherever you may be reading these words), in our midst, in the very thick of our trials and our circumstances.  He has cast His lot with us and stands ready to abide by the position He has taken.

Someone has told a story of a father whose little son has to have an operation.  The boy asked the father to promise him that he would stay in the operating room through the operation.  The father obtained permission from the doctors and made the promise.  He entered the operating room with the doctors, and although it was hard to have to watch the little son take the anesthetic and slip into unconsciousness and then watch the doctors as they cut into his little body, the father kept his promise and stayed in the operating room.  As soon as the little boy opened his eyes in the recovery room, he looked up and saw his father, and the first thing he said was, “Dad, did you stay all the way through?”  The father said it was worth more than anything to him to be able to say, “Yes, son, I stayed all the way through.”  One day soon each of us will stand face to face with God.  Jesus the Son will be as the right hand of the Father securing our case our as Advocate.  And the Holy Spirit will be at our side.  If we should turn to Him and say, “Did you stay through?” He would reply,”Yes; I stayed through; I stayed all the way through with you.  There were some things that hurt Me deeply, and some things I didn’t like, but I stayed all the way through.  I often didn’t like the way the world treated You, and I certainly didn’t like it when the world anesthetized you—and you often didn’t even know it—and I often didn’t like the way you treated Me, and I sometimes didn’t like the way I had to treat you, but I stayed through, I stayed all the way through with you.”  Jesus said, “He will abide with you forever.”  

But there is a second even more intimate and wonderful way that He is present.  He is not only with us, He is in us.  Jesus said, “He dwells with you, and shall be in you.”  It is as if Jesus had said, “There is a better form of possession opening before you, which will begin at Pentecost, and will last forever after.”  The Holy Spirit dwells at this moment within every true believer in Jesus Christ, that is, in every born-again person

Very early in Christian history, there lived a great Christian named Ignatius.  Ignatius was finally martyred because of his faith in Jesus Christ.  Ignatius refused to bear the  name given him at his birth by his parents.  He rather introduced himself as “Theophorus,” or “the God-bearer.”  When he was questioned at his trial, the examiner asked him why he had refused his birth-name.  He respectfully answered, “Because since I have been born again, I always bear about with me and in me God the Holy Spirit.”  In this sense, every born-again person is a Theophorus, a “God-carrier.”  Every Christian has the Holy Spirit tabernacling in his breast.  He carries the Holy Spirit, Who is God of very God, literally living as Another Person in his heart.  

Christian, are you courteous to the indwelling Holy Spirit?  Or are you impolite or discourteous to this Divine Tenant who lives in you?  Would you treat any guest in your home like you treat this honored Guest in your heart?  Do you wonder that He is often pained a grieved?  But He is courteous, and has never forced Himself upon you.  Instead, He has waited, working through spiritual pressures and impressions, maximizing truth within you and minimizing errors of concept and behavior.  He is patiently waiting for you to give Him your courteous full attention, as well as access to all the compartments of our hearts and our habits.  He urges you to commune with Him, to cooperate with Him, and to convey His Presence and power into your surroundings.  He will act through you if you will only maximize His Presence within you.  Will you give Him the right-of-way at every intersection of your life?   

An Addendum
I do not want to leave this study without isolating at least briefly two other related matters about the Holy Spirit.  One is an examination of the indispensable power of the Holy Spirit.  I have written about this power in other studies, but it seems remiss to omit a consideration of it in any study about the Holy Spirit.  I am personally convinced that maximum attention is often given to the minimal aspects of His power.  His interests are from eternity and for eternity, and though He is here and now harnessed with us in the fast-moving streams of time and history, He still has eternity as His primary agenda.  His power is best maximized when we recognize that He is deeply interested in our time-bound concerns, but He is monopolized by the eternal issues He is working out in and through us.  I do not personally believe that the “big” issues have to do with my physical welfare or with some local outward “manifestation of His Presence.”  I would not be misunderstood at this point.  I repeat:  He is here and now harnessed with us in the fast-moving streams of time and history.  He is decisively interested in the things that concern us here and now.  But against the foil of the circumstances of our lives, He is working toward character transformation, Gospel communication, conviction of sin, conversion of total individual life, genuine likeness to Jesus Christ, in each of us—goals that are often very elusive because they are hidden in outward manifestations of “spiritual things”.  Our quest is often one of “spiritual search for carnal things.” All of the above-mentioned activities of the Spirit (character transformation, etc.) may occur in total quiet and in unobtrusive ways.  I am convinced that “boom” power is not His primary exercise, but rather “blessing” power (as seen in Ephesians 1:3 and II Peter 1:3-4 and multitudes of other similar and supportive passages).  This power is quiet, rich, deep, penetrating and active within the Spirit-walking believer.  This may be further seen as I mention the other related matter about the Holy Spirit.

The other related matter which I want to briefly discuss is the imminent peril we constantly face with regard to the Person and Presence of the Holy Spirit with and in each believer.  There are several sins against the Holy Spirit which are mentioned and exposed in the Bible.  I have written about these elsewhere, but again I feel that this treatment of the Holy Spirit  would be very inadequate if I did not mention them here and warn myself and you against their occurrence in our lives.

Four sins in particular are mentioned in the New Testament with regard to possible offences we may commit against the Person and Presence of the Holy Spirit.  Let me give an outline of them.

“Resisting the Holy Spirit”, Acts 7:51 – a sin against salvation

“Blaspheming the Holy Spirit, Matthew 12:31-32 – the so-call “unpardonable                

  sin,” a sin again spiritual sensitivity

“Grieving the Holy Spirit,” Ephesians 4:30 – a sin against sanctification

“Quenching the Holy Spirit,” I Thessalonians 5:19 – a sin against service
     Let me note that the first two of these sins can only be committed by lost people, people who have never been born again.  The last two can only be committed by saved people, people who have been born again.     Any person who has committed the first sin mentioned, the resisting of the Holy Spirit as He works generally to convict and convert sinners, is flirting at all such times with the committing of the hopeless second sin against the Holy Spirit, the unpardonable sin of blaspheming Him.  That is, as a sinner resists the Holy Spirit, he is establishing direction and momentum toward the unpardonable sin.  So the only offered time to be saved is “NOW” (see II Corinthians 6:1-2) and the person who is awakened to consider Christ, eternity, heaven and hell, sin and salvation, should respond to Christ at today’s opportunity.


The last two above-mentioned sins are sad indeed.  Having God within, the Christian may grieve Him into silence and inactivity.  The “engines” of the Christian life are shut down and the believer reverts tragically to carnal control for his motivation, momentum  and mentality.  He invites misery with every moment he pursues this course, but selfishness is a powerful driving force, and he may court misery almost deliberately because of his stubbornness and sin.  This is the Christian’s sin against his own sanctification, the “grieving” of the Holy Spirit.


The other sin the Christian may (and does) commit against the Holy Spirit is a sin against Christian service.  The “grieving” of the Holy Spirit takes place within the believer, where He seeks to do His sanctifying work.  The “quenching” of the Holy Spirit takes place around the indwelt Christian, where the Spirit is seeking to release His Presence and Power and accomplish massive Divine purposes in the service of the individual Christian.   One paraphrase of I Thessalonians 5:19 says, “Do not smother the Holy Spirit,” and a footnote suggests that the action is like that of throwing a wet blanket over a fire to put it out.  What would happen if each Christian lived with an ungrieved, unquenched Holy Spirit all day long every day?  The knowledge, power, and activity of the Holy Spirit would “cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.”   May God give to us, one by one, this lifestyle of living with an ungrieved, unquenched Holy Spirit until an army of Spirit-walking, Spirit-monopolized, Spirit-manipulated, Spirit-empowered, Spirit-manifesting Christians are found in every community on earth—and Jesus is “happening” to people in deep and profound ways.  May God hasten that day, and may He use us to do it.  
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